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 “Holiness is the most attractive face of the Church” –Pope Francis 

 

Every saint is a message whom the Holy Spirit takes from the riches of Jesus 

Christ and gives to his people.   

 

The newest Seven in Heaven on October 14th in Rome during the Synod on 

Youth.  Pope Paul VI, Archbishop Oscar Romero from El Salvador and 

Blessed Nunzio who died at age 19.    

 

The Church canonizes some saints in order to give us models on our own 

quest for holiness.   

 

All that the Church does and teaches—the sacraments, ministries, papal 

documents, pastoral letters and other initiatives—all these are meant to lead 

us to holiness—Father Ranerio OFM Cap., preacher of the papal household.   

 

Saints flesh out the Gospel in all times and places.   

 

The saints “make the Church credible”—Fr. Ranerio    

 

At our baptism, the sign of the cross was traced on our foreheads and we 

were claimed for Christ.  “N., the Christian community welcomes you with 

great joy.  In its name I claim you for Christ our Savior by the sign of his 

cross.  I now trace the cross on your forehead, and invite your parents and 

godparents to do the same.”  If baptized at an older, our entire body was 

marked with the cross and we were challenged to live Jesus with all our 

senses.  Like the one hundred forty-four thousand in the first reading, we 

have been marked with the seal of God, and through God’s love, we are 

children of God, for so indeed we are.  We are also members of Christ’s 

body, disciples of Jesus, who are blessed when we live the attitudes for 

being disciples (Beatitudes).  They teach us to be poor in spirit, utterly 

dependent upon God, and attentive to one another’s needs, mutually 

interdependent.  But with that blessing comes challenges.   

 

Not everyone will accept the faith we live as Christ’s disciples.  Like Jesus, 

we will be insulted, persecuted, and even rejected and for some put to death.  

We may experience martyrdom, like many Christians today.  Then our white 

baptismal robes are washed in the blood of the Lamb.  Suffering also part of 



the journey to sainthood—and to be honest, a part of the journey I’d rather 

avoid, if possible.   

 

Joining the ranks of all the saints means living Jesus clearly.  Like the child 

looking at the stain glass windows in the church with saints in them: 

“Mommy, the saints are like the stain glass windows because the light shines 

through them!”    

 

Living Jesus will include being treated as Jesus was; after all, by his wounds 

we are healed.  At an April 22, 2017 prayer service for modern-day martyrs 

Pope Francis preached: “They teach us that with the strength of love, with 

gentleness, one can fight against arrogance, violence, and war—and that 

peace can be achieved patience.”  Blessed are they who love and are gentle.  

Blessed are the peacemakers.  Blessed are the patient.  Blessed are we when 

we live these attitudes, and make visible Christ, whose cross claims us.   

 

“Holiness is the most attractive face of the Church” 

 

God our Father, thank you for bestowing your love on us and making us 

your children.  Give us the love, gentleness, and patience we need to live 

like Jesus, whose cross claims us and makes us one with your saints in light.    

 


